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effect. This could hardly be done without representing the
principal character either as inconsistent or flexible in his
principles. The ease with which Waverley adopts and after-
wards forsakes the Jacobite party in 1745 is a good example of
what we mean. Had he been painted as a steady character,
his conduct would have been improbable. The author was
aware of this ; and yet, unwilling to relinquish an opportunity
of introducing the interior of the Chevalier's military court,
the circumstances of the battle of Preston-pans, and so forth,
he hesitates not to sacrifice poor Waverley, and to represent him
as a reed blown about at the pleasure of every breeze : a less
careless writer would probably have taken some pains to gain
the end proposed in a more artful and ingenious manner. But
our author was hasty, and has paid the penalty of his haste.
We have hinted that we are disposed to question the
originality of these novels in point of invention, and that in
doing so, we do not consider ourselves as derogating from the
merit of the author, to whom, on the contrary, we give the
praise due to one who has collected and brought out with
accuracy and effect, incidents and manners which might
otherwise have slept in oblivion. We proceed to our proofs.1
#          #          #          #

The traditions and manners of the Scotch were so blended
with superstitious practices and fears, that the author of these
novels seems to have deemed it incumbent on him, to transfer
many more such incidents to his novels, than seem either
probable or natural to an English reader. It may be some
apology that his story would have lost the national cast,
which it was chiefly his object to preserve, had this been
otherwise. There are few families of antiquity in Scotland, which
do not possess some strange legends, told only under promise
of secrecy, and with an air of mystery ; in developing which,
the influence of the powers of darkness is referred to. The truth
probably is, that the agency of witches and demons was often
made to account for the sudden disappearance of individuals

1 It will be readily conceived that the curious MSS. and other
information of which we have availed ourselves were not accessible
to us in this country ; but we have been assiduous in our inquiries ;
and are happy enough to possess a correspondent whose researches on
the spot have been indefatigable, and whose kind, and ready
communications have anticipated all our wishes.